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Possible  Relationships  between  Mexico 


and.  .ths-SQUtftefia.t. 


a 


0  TU  t 


Relationships  between  Mexico  end  the 
Southeast  have  been  suggested  by  many  investi¬ 
gators  -  particularly  those  engaged  in  archteo- 
logical  work  in  the  lower  Mississippi  Valley. 


.'■ar've  she 

■-•-v-  tiie 

i  -11 }  .i.  "Hi ' 


It  is  proposed  to  test  this  relationship 
by  an  archaeological  survey  of  the  State  of 
Tamaulipas,  Mexico,  to  be  undertaken  during  1945. 
A  detailed  outline  of  problems  and  plans  has  been 
presented  to  Professor  Cole. 

Since  the  final  statement  of  problem  will 

be  dependent  on  materials  made  available  through 

.. 

the  survey,  I  only  ask  approval  of  the  topic  at 
this  time. 
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OUTLINE  CF  A 

^  PROPOSED  DOCTORAL  DISSERTATION  PRESENTED  BY 

R.S.  MACNEISH 

n  AN  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  T  AM  AIL  I  PAS ,  MEXICO" 


!•  As  this  is  an  archaeologically  unexplored  territory,  rhe 
problems  are  numerous  and  diverse.  Also,  since  this  is  an  inter¬ 
mediate  area  between  the  complex  cultures  of  Mexico  and  the 
supposedly  related  cultural  manifestations  of  the  Southeast,  there 
are  problems  which  are  significant  ones  with  respect  to  the 
the  prehistory  of  North  America.  For  the  above  mentioned  reasons, 

I  find  it  convenient  to  state  the  problem  under  two  main  heads 
which  are:  problems  of  describing  the  materials  found  in  this 
area,  and  those  having  to  do  with  relationships  between  Mexico 

and  the  Southeast. 


A.  Descriptive  problems  concerned  wi oh  Tamaulipas 

1.  What  types  of  culture  are  to  be  found  in  the  large 
caves  that  have  been  reported  to  exist  near  Victoria 
and  in  Tamaulipas  Mountains  ?  (Reported  by  Goggin  and 
Me  ad ) 

2.  What  types  of  culture  are  to  be  found  in  the  large  shell 
mounds  that  Ekholm  reports  to  exist  north  along  the 
coast  of  Tampico  ?  -  w 

3.  Did  the  Huasteca  extend  over  the  whole  of  Tamaulipas 
during  prehistoric  times  ? 

4.  What  was  the  rest  of  the  Huasteca  material  culture  like  ? 

5.  What  was  the  material  culture  of  the  Tamaultecans  ? 

6.  Is  the  origin  of  the  Tancol  complex  in  this  area, and 
if  so,  what  are  the  remaining  periods  like  ? 

B.  Problems  concerning  the  relations  between  Mexico  and 
the  Southeast 

1.  Did  the  Mexican-like  elements  basic  to  the  Middle 

Mississippi  pattern  come  along  the  coast  from  Huasteca, 
Period  V  ? 

2*  Bid  the  pottery  elements  that  seem  to  come  in  from 
the  outside  to  fuse  wiuh  Hopewell,  come  from  the 
Tancol  complex  ? 

II.  Indications  that  a  survey  of  Tamaulipas  would  be  profitable 
and  might  solve  the  above  problems 


A. 


1. 


Caves  in  C oahuil a ( excavated  by  W.  Taylor)  and  sites 
along  the  Rio  Grande  at  Laredo ( excavated  by  Seltzer) 
have  produced  Basketmaker-like  remains. 

Shell  mounds  along  the  Texas  coast ( excavated  by  Potter 
and  Martin)  and  in  Louisiana  have  preoottery  cultures. 


2. 
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3.J.A.  Mason  and  Anderson  have  found  Huasteca  sherds 
at  Brownsville,  Texas. 

4* Prieto  indicates  that  there  were  large  Huasteca  towns 
in  Tamaulipas. 

5.  J.  A,  Mason  believes  he  found  the  exact  location  of  a 
Tamaulitecan  village.  Also,  Prieto  and  Bancroft  in¬ 
dicate  the  whereabouts  of  the  same  type  of  villages. 

6.  No  sherds  like  those  of  the  Tancol  complex  have  been 
found  south  or  west  of  Tampico,  therefore  the  home  of 
the  Tancol  may  be  north  of  Tamaulipas. 

7.1  have  been  able  to  locate  twelve  prehistoric  Indian 
villages  through  the  use  of  J.  A.  Mason's  notes ,  Archaeol¬ 
ogy  Mapa,  Pub.  No.  41,  Prieto's  Mexico  Antgu^etc. 


B. 

1. Comparative  evidence  indicates  the  possibility  of  a  relationship 
between  Middle  Missippi  and.  the  Huasteca  V  Period  newly  dis¬ 
covered).  Common  to  both  are  the  following  traits. 

a.  Truncated  pyramids 

b.  Plaza  arrangement  of  village 

c.  Effigy  pottery 

d.  Carved  shell  gorgets 

e. Ear  plugs 

f. Lip  plugs 

g.  Pottery  trowels 

h.  Negative  painted  wares 

i.  Plate  shaped  pottery  vessles 
j • 011a  forms 


2.The  pottery  of  the  Tancol  complex  with  its  zoned  punctates, 
grooved,  decorated  lips  and  shapes,  resembles  the  Iiopewell- 
Marksville  pottery. 


3 .Method  of  Solving  this  problem 


a. Through  archaeological  survey 
ory  survey  of  Texas  coast,  to 


of  Tamaulipas  and  curs- 
take  six  months: trip  down 


1.  Examination  of  coast 
Potter) and  materials 

2.  Trip  from  Mata jg&am&e 
wi  th  Anders  on . 

3.  Trip  from  Matagg-asaa 
horse  out  to  coast. 

4.  Trip  from  Mat dgraaao 
coast 

5.  Trip  from  Narjeno  to 
coast. 


materi  als (Krieger , Morton, 
around  Houston,  Texas, 
to  mouth  of  Hio  Grande 

to  San  Fernando,  then  by 

to  Narjeno,  then  out  to 

San  Vincente,  then  out  to 


6.  Trip  from  San  Vincente  to  Sota  la  Marina;  trip 
by  horse  to  coast;  trip  up  Bio  de  Sota\La  Marina 
to  Tamaulipas  Mountains. 
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7*  Trip  from  Sota  la  Marina  to  Alama  ,  then  out 
to  coast. 

8.  Trip  from  Alama  to  Alamira,then  out  to  coast. 

9 •  Trip  from  Alamira  to  Tampico 

10.  Analysis  of  materials  found  going  down 

11.  Trip  back 

a)  excavation  of  significant  3ites 

b)  finding  of  more  sites 

b.  Technique  for  survey 

1.  Inquiry 

2.  Surface  collections 

3*  Examination  of  collected  materials 

4.  Minor  excavations 

5*  Have  three  people  on  survey  crew 

4.  Steps  preliminary  to  survey 

|  600  living  expenses 
700  car  and  horses 
200  incidentals 
$  1300 

500  to  be  added  by  gov't  for 
excavation  on  return  trip 

|  2006 

b.  Permission  from  Mexican  authorities 

c.  Berlitz  course  so  I  can  speak  Spanish  fluently 


a.  Financial  assistance 
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Outline  Of  A 


^reposed  Doctoral  dissertation  project  presented  by  R.S.MacNeish 


"An  archaeological  survey  of  the  State  of 
Tamaulipas,  Mexico" 


l  Coa 


I*  this  is  an  archaeological  unexplored  territory  the  problems 
are  numerous  and  diverse.  Also,  since  this  in  an  intermediate  area 
between  the  complex  cultures  of  Mexico  and  the  suspos^^v  related 
cultural  manifestations  of  the  Southeast  are  problems >^are  signific¬ 
ant  ones  with  respect  to  the  prehistory  of  North  America,  por  the 
above  mentioned  reasons  I  find  it  convient  to  sjsate  the  problems 
under  two  main  heads  which  are: problems  of  describing  the  materials 
found  in  this  area  and  those  having  to  with  relations  betwoi  Mexico 
and  the  Southeast 

A.  Descriptive  problems  concerned  with  Tamaulipas. 

1. What  types  of  culture  are  to  be  found  in  the  large  ca^es 
that  have  been  reported  to  exist  near  Victoria  and  in 
Tamualipas  mountains?  (Reported  by  G-oggin  and  Mead^. 

2 . what  types  of  culture  are  to  be  found  in  the  large  shell 
mounds  that  Ekholms  reports  to  exist  north  along  thecoast 
above  Tampico? 

3* Did  the  Huasteca  extend  over  the  whole  of  Tamaulipasduring 
prehistoric  times  ? 

4 .What  was  the  rest  of  the  Huasteca  material  culture  like? 

5* What  was  the  material  culture  of  the  Tamaultecans? 

6.1s  the  orgin  of  the  Tancol  complex  in  this  area  and  if  so 
what  are  the  remaining  periods  like? 

B«  Problems  concerning  the  relations  between  Mexico  andthe  South¬ 
east  . 

1 . Did  the  Mexican-like  elements  basic  to  the  Middle  Mississippi 
pattern  come  along  the  coast  from  Huasteca  , period  V  ? 

2.  Did  the  pottery  elements  that  seem  to  come  in  from  the 
outside  to  fuse  into  Hopewell  come  from  the  Tancdl  complex? 


II .Indications  that  a  survey  in  Tamaulipas  would  be  profitable  and 
might  solve  the  above  problems. 

A-l.  Cayesin  Cpahuila  (excavated  by  W. Taylor)  and  sites  along 
t he^Lar e<fa  (  excavated  by  Setzler)  have  produced  Basket 
Maker-like  remains. 

2.  sfeell  mounds  along  the  Texas  coast  (excavated  tyy  potter 
and  Martin)  and  in  Louisania  have  pre-pottery  oiLtures. 

3.  j. A. Mason  and  Anderson  have  found  Huasteca  sherds  at 
Brownsville  , Texas. 

4.  prieto  indicates  that  there  were  large  Huasteca  towns  in 


Tamaulipas.  • 

5.  J.A.  Mason  beleives  he  found  the  exact  location  of  a 

®^^Sg!§StI1Maffie-s4l3?jpI^?WifSlslt"oroft  indlca' 

6.  No  sherds  like  tose  of  £he  Tancol  complex  havebeen  found 
south  or  west  of  Tampico, therefore  the  home  of  the  Tancol 

may  be  north  in  Tamualipas. 
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UNIVERSITY  MUSEUMS 


UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN 

ANN  ARBOR.  MICHIGAN.  U.  S.  A. 

ANTHROPOLOGY 


Dear  Alex: 

I  was  sure  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  was  even  more  pleased  to 
hear  that  you  would  be  Interested  in  field  work  in  Tamaulipas.  In  fact, 
your  statement  ”  also,  I  will  be  interested  in  taking  part  and  am  sure, 
as  you  say,  that  it  would  be  good  stuff  for  finding  new  material”  will 
be  used  against  you.  Your  going  of  course  will  depend  upon  your  future 
plans  which  are, of  primiary  importance  but  for  the  present  I  shall  make 
my  plans  and  include  fch-you  as  part  of  the  work. 

My  plans  are  alittle  grandiose  at  present  but  it  is  better  to 
work  on  that  basis  and  reduce  rather  than  the  opposite.  This  expedition 
would  be  primiarily  a  digging  Job  with  a  little  further  surveying.  The 
finances  which  I  will  tabulate  for  you  latter  should  run  about  $6000.00. 
Also,  I  would  hope  to  se&l  the  rolling  stock  at  the  end  of  the  field 
work  to  take  care  of  labratory  expenses  so  that  $2000.00  would  be  really 
used  twice  that  means  that  in  reality  we  would  use  $8000.00.  Getting 
the  money,  asalways,  is  the  biggest  problem.  At  present  Dr.  Cole  and  Orr 
both  have  said  that  the  U.  of  Chicago  would  be  willing  to  contribute 
about  $1500.00.  Redfield  the  head  of  the  Dept,  of  Anthro.  has  not  commit¬ 
ted  himself  though  I  know  he  is  in  favor  of  the  project.  I  will  confer 
with  him  a  little  latter  after  the  plans  are  more  concrete  and  we  have 
some  funds  already.  Jimmy  Griffin  has  stated  that  he  belAAvesthat  the 
Racham  Fund  of  the  Univ.  of  Michigan  might  be  willing  to  contribute 
about  41000*  Therefore  if  there  are  no  slip  ups  we  can  say  we  have 
$2500  on  paper.  Now  let  us  turn  to  the  bigger  fish.  Griffin  has  been  up 
at  Peabody  Museum  of  Harvard  of  late  and  says  they  are  interested  in  my 
work  and  also  have  funds  for  Middle  American  work  but  no  one  on  their 
staff  to  do  It.  It  is  just  possible  that  they  would  take  on  the  finances 
for  the  whole  project.  In  the  middle  of  April  I’m  going  up  their  to 
examine  some  Iroquois  pottery  and  Huasteca  from  Buena  Vista  and  San  Luis 
Potosi.  At  that  time  I  will  attempt  to  sell  our  project  to  them,.  I  know 
Watson  Smith  who  worked  with  Brew  and  still  works  there  very  well,  I  will 
attempt  to  sell  him  first  and  have  him  help  me  sell  the  rest  of  the  staff. 
Phillips  I  hope  will  be  arround  and  also  ought  to  be  interested.  The  other 
possiblity  is  the  Viking  Fund.  After  I  leave  Peabody  I  will  see  Linton 
who  is  interested  and  who  may  be  of  some  help  along  that  line.  Lord  only 
knows  if  the  Viking  Fund  will  give  Bidney  L$10,000.00  to  do  that  Social 
Anthro.  crap  as  well  as  give  DeTerra  $15, 000©. 00  for  finding  flint  choppexs 
In  the  Valley  of  Mexico  up  next  to  the  flint  quarries  we  certainly  ought 
to  be  able  to  pick  up  a  raeasily  $5000.00  or  $6000.00.  to  something  where 
my  survey  has  indicated  that  results  are  quarenteed.  By  the  way  you  might 
feel  out  that  Latin  American  Society  which  you  spoke  about  2  years  ago. 

You  konw  that  any  contributution  would  be  gratefully  recieved.  Well, 
enough  of  these  pipe  dreams.  We  however  ought  to  have  things  somewhat 
Ironed  out  by  the  Spring  conference,  particularly  in  the  financial 
line  and  you  and  I  can  than  start  discussing  things  in  s  more  definative 
manner  when  I  see  you  at  that  time. 
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The  expedition  would  attempt  to  have  a  preliminary  report 
ready  for  the  £th  Round  Table  Conference  in  Mexico  on  ” The  Huasteca, 
the  Totanac  and  their  Neighbors”.  This  conference  Is  designed  for  us  a 
we  will  be  studying  an  Important  portion  of  the  Huastec  and  most 
of  their  neighbors.  Ihe  expedition  would  start  arround  Jan. 1,1938 
should  finish  Its  field  work  by  May  and  Have  June, July, August  and  part 
of  September  for  labratory  analysis.  Publication  could  be  arranged 
for  latter  and  I  believe  we  could  probablely  get  the  U.  of  Chicago 
Press  interested. 

The  problems  might  be  summarized  as  follows: 

.  •  i 

1.  Early  man  in  Mexico 

2.  Connections  between  the  late  ceremonial  complex  of  the 
Southeast  and  Huastec  V  and  VI. 

3.  Earlier  connections  between  the  engraved  pottery  of  Mexico 
and  the  Caddo  area. 

4.  Correlation  of  dendrochronol ogical  dateable  material  of  the 
Southwest  with  the  more  complex  cultures  of  Mexico. 

5.  Descriptions  of  the  chronology  and  total  material  cultures 
of  the  Abasolo,  Brownsville,  Repelo,  Pueblito,  Los  Angles, 
Diablo  and  costal  Huastec  complexes. 


These  problems  can  very  likwly  be  solved  by  excavation,  study 
and  survey  along  the  following  lines: 

1.  Early  man-  excavation  of  one  or  two  of  the  Diablo  complex 
caves  ( Tm  c  81  )-  excavation  of  the  mamoth  deposits  near 
Brownsville  where  Anderson  found  a  projectile  point  (  leaf 
shaped  and  unlike  any  found  in  the  complexes  I  discovered) - 
excavation  of  a  cave  near  Cuiaad  Victoria  in  which  American 
mining  engineers  reputedly  found  "flints  with  messes  of 
fossil  animal  bones".-  excavation  of  a  large  shell  mound 
near  Tampico  (  30  £ee%-ef  foot  deposit  of  midden)  on  which 
are  found  only  Period  I  and  II  of  Panuco  wares  and  which 
might  very  well  supply  us  with  those  missing  pre-  Archaic  or 
Barly  Cultures  either  with  the  developmental  ceramic  styles 
or  »en-  pre  pottery  culture  deposits. 

2.  Excavation  of  costal  Huastec  camp  sites  to  determine  ttie 
ceremonial  complex  of  these  Huastec  as  well  as  possible 
trade  objects  from  the  Southeast.  Tm  c  71,72,  73  and  34 
should  be  totally  excavated  and  the  remainder  of  the  Lagunas 
surveyed  by  boat. 

3.  Engraving  problem.-  Excavating  of  Pueblito  sites  (  Tm  r  79 
and  Tm  r  86)  as  well  as  surveying  and  excavating  of  ruins 
In  Southwest  Tamaulipas  and  which  evidently  extend  up  as 
far  as  Cuidad  Victoria  along  the  edge  of  the  Sierra  Madre. 

4.  Dating  problem  -  Excavation  of  Repelo  site,  Tm  c  25  which  has 
statified  deposits^  or  at  least  3  foot  of  refuse)  and  on  which 
were  found  Langtry  Stemmed  points  from  Big  Bend  area  which 
may  be  tied  to  the  dateable  Southwest  as  well  as  Huastec  she' 
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It  is  hoped  that  Mr  Sterne  of  the  Unlv  of  Penn.  Museum  will  making 
a  survey  of  Nuevo  Leon  and  that  possiblely  Kelly  or  W.  Taylor  can 
give  us  some  information  on  culture  complexes  between  the  Big  Bend  ar 
area  and  Tamaulipas,  and  the  distribution  of  Langtry  Stemmed  • 

5.  The  description  of  cultures  should  be  pretty  much  taken  care  of 
by  the  above  program  as  well  as  additional  excavating  of  2  Brownsvill 
sites  Tm  c  119  and  another  in  Cameron  County  ,  Texas  and  excavating 
of  2  Repelo  Complex  site  (  Tm  2  and  Tm  c  11). 


Excavation  of  sites  would  be  done  by  three  closely  cooperating 
parties.  Each  party  specializing  In  different  types  of  sites. 
Analysis  would  also  follow  these  lines.  One  party  specializing  on 
Pueblito  and  the  engraving  problem  would  be  under  your  d  rection. 

Brownsville  sites  would  done  by  all  parties  and  probablely 
analyzed  by  William  Sears.  William  Sears,  a  graduate  student  at 
the  U.  of  C.  would  be  in  charge  of  Huastec  costal  sites(  second 
group  which  also  might  include  R.  Pavon  and  volunter  members  of  the 
Tampico  Explorers  Club).  Sears  has  the  rare  atributes  of  being  a 
well  trained  excavator  who  has  excavated  shell  mounds  arround 
Long  Island  and  is  an  expert  on  motor  boats  and  handling  them  in 
mud  flats.  He  also  is  a  nice  guy.  I  would  take  the  final  party 
and  specialize  In  early  man  and  possiblely  analyze  Huastec  stuff. 
You  also  could  take  Southwest  dating  problem  and  analysis  of  Repelo 
and  Abasolo  stuff.  Division  of  the  Sabor  can  be  more  definately 
decided  upon  after  we  have  been  In  the  field  a  while. 


A  schedule  of  excavating  would  roughly  follw  these  lines: 

Jan.  all  groups  excavate  early  man  and  Cameron  County  Brovmsville 
sites 

Feb.  Sears  continues  on  Brownsvillg  sites  at  Laguna  Barril.  You 

and  I  take  off  to  Sierra  de  T  maullpas.  You  start  on  Pueblito 
stuff  and  I  go  to  Diablo  caves.  During  end  of  the  month  I 
return  to  Sears  and  get  him  started  in  Huastec  camp  sites 
and  set  up  a  headquaters  for  he  and  his  wife  at  the  Catan 
Ranch  (  owned  by  my  very  good  friend  Pedro  de  la  Garza). 

March-  You  still  In  the  Pueblito  region.  Sears  in  Huastec  camps, 
me  at  Repelo  site. 

April-  You  on  survey  or  site  near  C.  Victoria,  me  in  cave  near 
C.  Victoria,  Sears  on  Huasteca  camp  si-es  (  If  cave  turns 
out  bad  then  1*11  excavte  a  Repelo  complex  site). 

May-  You  in  S.W.  Tamaulipas , Sears  on  analysis  of  Brownsville  stuff. 
Me  in  Tampico  on  large  shell  mound. 

June-  Sears  analysis  of  Brownsville,  me  anlysis  of  Huasteca  or 
early  man,  you  finish  up  survey  and  start  analysis 

July  -Analys  s 

August-Analysis 

Sept.  Analysis  and  conference 

For  conference  papers  will  be  given  by  individual  a  alyzers  ,for 

example 

Krieger-Connection  in  ceramic  Technique  between  Mex.-S.E. 

Temporal  correlations  to  S.  W.  (  Abasolo) 

Descriptions  of  Pueblito  and  related  cultures. 

Mac  Neish-  Early  Man  in  Ne.E.  Mex. 

Ceremonial  connections  between  Huasteo-S.E. 

Sears-  Description  of  Brownsville  culture 

Connections  of  northern  costal  huastec 
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Finances  might  break  down  like  this 

Truck  $2000.00 

Boat  &  motor  100.00 

Equipment  400.00 

Field  k7roupl(youf>1000.00 
"  "  II  1000.00 

"  2  III-meLOOO .00 

Total  15500.00 

Selling  of  truck  and  additional  $500.00  should  give  about  $2500.00 
for  the  analysis  time.  Frobabley  can  get  Sears  put  on  G.I.  bill  for 
time  during  analysis  as  he  will  be  doing  his  thesis. 

Total  necessary  $  _6ooo.oo 


Well  .look  these  over  and  see  what  you  think.  I  f  you  got  any 
suggestions  except  that  I’m  day  dreaming  and  ought  to  come  down  to 
earth  let  me  hear  them. 

Give  my  love  to  Margie. 


Aborginally  yours 


Scotty 
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PUMA.  IN  BLACK  TERRAZZO,  BY  CARLETON  W.  ANGELL.  SC. 


AT  MAIN  ENTRANCE  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY  MUSEUMS.  ANN  ARBOR.  MICHIGAN 
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